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The human condition is filled with trials,
tribulations, and tremendous learning curves. Life
is full of surprises. However remembering God and
striving to please Him is humankind's lifeline. The
Quran contains inspirational stories of prophets,
and righteous men and women. The life of Moses is
discussed frequently and his story teaches us that
God is merciful, trustworthy, and caring. Allah, the
Most Forgiving, has not left us alone; He has
provided us with His guidance and light.
"Indeed, in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding.
It (the Quran) is not a forged statement but a confirmation of God's
existing Books (the Torah, the Gospel and other Scriptures of God)
and a detailed explanation of everything, a guide, and a Mercy for
the people who believe." (Quran 12: 111)
Throughout this series of articles, we have learned about Moses' tremendous strength
of character, and his ability to persevere even in dire circumstances. Moses followed
God's commandments with valor and determination, and beyond this all, he possessed a
character of great importance, the character of sincerity. Moses was sincere in all his
efforts. No matter what he did, he acted with the express purpose of pleasing God. When
determination is coupled with sincerity a person's character can become extraordinary.
During the years that the Children of Israel wandered the desert unable to enter the
Promised Land, Moses met and spent time with Khidr. A man whom the majority of
scholars believe to have been a prophet.
Ibn Kathir narrates that one day Moses was asked by someone, "O Messenger of God,
is there another man on earth more learned than you?" Moses replied, "No!" believing
that since God had allowed him to perform miracles and had given him the Torah, he
must surely be the most learned man alive. This however was not the case. Moses'
encounter with Khidr teaches humankind that no one person can hold all the information
available and that even though we may think we are wise and knowledgeable, the need to
seek knowledge never ceases. When Moses learned of Khidr's existence, he asked to
meet him.
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God instructed Moses to take a live fish in a container. When the fish disappeared, he
would find the man he sought. Moses set out on his journey, accompanied by a young
man who carried the container with the fish. They reached a place where two rivers met
and decided to rest there. Instantly, Moses fell asleep. While he was asleep, his
companion saw the fish wriggle out of the vessel into the river and swim away. However,
he forgot to inform Moses.
When Moses awoke, they continued their journey until they were exhausted and
hungry. Moses asked for a meal. Only then did his companion recall that the fish had
gotten away. Hearing this, Moses cried, "This is exactly what we are seeking!" They
hurriedly retraced their steps to the place where the rivers met and where the fish had
jumped out.
When Moses realised that they had taken the wrong direction, he immediately turned
back. He did not push forward hoping that he could save face, or time, he acknowledged
that his path was incorrect and he changed his way. In this life, so many of us choose the
wrong path but are afraid or too embarrassed to turn and face in a different direction.
There are great lessons to be taken from the actions of Prophet Moses. Once a person
realizes he is heading in the wrong direction in life he must immediately turn around and
get back onto the Straight Path. One should not consider this a defeat; rather, it is a
victory.
When Moses returned to the correct path, he met Khidr. It was a meeting designed to
bring forth knowledge. This momentous story of the meeting of Moses and Khidr is
narrated in Quran in Chapter 18, The Cave.
"Moses said to him, "May I follow you on [the condition] that you
teach me from what you have been taught of sound judgment?" He
said, "Indeed, with me you will never be able to have patience. And
how can you have patience for what you do not encompass in
knowledge?" Moses said, "You will find me, if Allah wills, patient,
and I will not disobey you in any order." He said, "Then if you follow
me, do not ask me about anything until I mention it to you." So they
set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, al-Khidhr
damaged it. Moses said, "Have you damaged it to drown its people?
You have certainly done a grave thing." Al-Khidhr said, "Did I not
say that with me you would never be able to have patience?" Moses
said, "Do not blame me for what I forgot and do not cover me in my
matter with difficulty." So they set out, until when they met a boy,
al-Khidhr killed him. Moses said, "Have you killed a pure soul for
other than having killed a soul? You have certainly done a
deplorable thing." Al-Khidhr said, "Did I not tell you that with me
you would never be able to have patience?" Moses said, "If I should
ask you about anything after this, then do not keep me as a
companion. You have obtained from me an excuse." So they set out,
until when they came to the people of a town, they asked its people
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for food, but they refused to offer them hospitality. And they found
therein a wall about to collapse, so al-Khidhr restored it. Moses said,
"If you wished, you could have taken for it a payment." Al-Khidhr
said, "This is parting between me and you. I will inform you of the
interpretation of that about which you could not have patience. As
for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So I intended
to defect it as there was after them a king who seized every [good]
ship by force. As for the boy, his parents were believers, and we
feared that he would overburden them by transgression and
disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them
one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy. And as for the
wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there was
beneath it a treasure for them, and their father had been righteous.
So your Lord intended that they reach maturity and extract their
treasure, as a mercy from your Lord. And I did it not of my own
accord. That is the interpretation of that about which you could not
have patience." (Quran 18:66-82)
The story of Moses and Khidr reminds us that God is the Most Wise. For the frail
human being life can hold great joy and laughter but sometimes we are beset by trials,
tragedies, and calamities that seemingly make no sense. As believers we should believe
that whatever God's decree is it stems from His Supreme and Absolute Wisdom.
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