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Even though I grew up as a Christian, I had been confused and uninterested in
Christianity. I felt like I inherited a mysterious religion beyond understanding. I believe it
was for this reason that I was a Christian by name but not in practice. Furthermore, I
realized my doubt about Christian beliefs caused me to be in a state of non-religiousness.
Nonetheless, while I was searching for the truth, I had a chance to re-examine those
beliefs I inherited from my parents yet never bothered to scrutinize.

Through booklets, cassettes and videotapes on Christianity produced by Muslims and
non-Muslims, I surprisingly found out about hundreds of verses in the Bible which reveal
a lack of harmony in Christian beliefs. According to these materials, God was One prior to
Jesus, may the mercy and blessings of God be upon him. Likewise, Jesus propagated the
belief in One God. However, after Jesus Christianity emphasized the Trinity instead of the
Oneness of God. Also, before Jesus, God was without sons and equals. Similarly, Jesus
said he was God's Messenger, whereas after his time, Christianity stressed that Jesus is
God's son or God Himself.

Regarding monotheism, the first of the Ten Commandments upholds Jesus' assertion
for the belief in One God,  "...Here, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord." (Mark 12:29)
[1]  Likewise, there is plethora of verses in the Bible that refute the divinity of Jesus. For
example, Jesus admitted he could not do miracles independently, but only by the Will and
permission of God.[2]  Interestingly, it says in the Bible that Jesus prayed.[3]  I asked
myself, "How can Jesus be God and pray to God at the same time?" A praying God is a
contradiction. Additionally, Jesus states that his teachings are not his own, but those of
the One who sent him.[4]  Logically, if what he says is not his own, he is just a prophet
receiving revelation from God like those before (and after) him. Moreover, Jesus admits
that he does what he was taught by God.[5]  Again, I asked myself, "How can Jesus be
taught and be God at the same time?" In my discussions with Muslims, they concurred
with what Jesus commanded with respect to the belief in only One God, as in the following
Quranic verse: Say, " He is God, [Who is] One." (Quran 112:1)[6]

I was also surprised to find out about the verses in the Bible which refer to Jesus as a
prophet of God.[7]  Likewise, I learned about the Islamic view of Jesus which is that he is
a prophet and messenger of God. In the Quran God says,

"The Messiah, son of Mary, is only a messenger; [other] messengers
have passed on before him. And his mother was a supporter of truth.
They both used to eat food. Look how We make clear to them the
signs; then look how they are deluded." (Quran 5:75)
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Another common belief in Christianity is that Jesus is the son of God.
According to the Bible, it was customary to call any prophet of God, or righteous man,

a son of God. Jesus called himself the son of man, not God or God's literal son.[8]
 Evidently, Paul was most responsible for elevating the status of Jesus to the son of God,
distorting the teachings of Jesus.[9]

What's more, Jesus did not appear to be the 'begotten' son of God (as it used to say in
John 3:16) since this word has been cancelled from the Revised Standard Version (RSV),
as well as many other new versions of the Bible. Furthermore, God emphatically says in
the Quran that He does not have a son.[10]  However, God also declared that He created
Adam and Jesus: "Indeed, the example of Jesus to God is like that of Adam. He created
him from dust; then He said to him "Be", and he was." (Quran 3:59)

Subsequent to these modifications emperors and clergy made further fabrications,
contrary to what Jesus said or did. Of these is the concept of Trinity in which Jesus is one
of the three manifestations of the Trinitarian God [the Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost].[11]  In the Bible, this verse given as the best proof for the Doctrine Trinity, even
though this doctrine was never professed by Jesus, his disciples, or Christian scholars. In
fact, it was enacted after much disagreement and conflict among Christians in the year
325 AD at the Council of Nicea. Interestingly, this verse has been expunged from the
Bibles of the modern age.
In addition, the Quran warns the Jews and Christians to refrain from disbelieving in the
revelation of God and against believing in Trinity.[12]

A related area of controversy I read about was the 'original sin' and salvation through
'the crucifixion' of Jesus. Presumably, before Jesus, there was no Doctrine of Original Sin.
However, after Jesus, the Doctrine of Original Sin appeared. Moreover, before Jesus,
salvation was obtained by obedience to God whereas after Jesus, salvation was achieved
through his crucifixion so they said.

In Christianity, the Doctrine of Original Sin is the justification for having salvation
through the crucifixion of Jesus. Nevertheless, I found out that this doctrine is strongly
negated in the Old Testament.[13]  It seems this concept may have been designed as a
way for its believers to eschew their accountability of sins before God on Judgment Day.
[14]  It was brought to my attention that, according to Jesus, man is saved through
obedience and submission to God.[15]  Correspondingly, in the Quran, every soul is
compensated for what it earns.[16]  However, it seems that this doctrine was changed,
making salvation through the crucifixion of Jesus.[17]

The theory of salvation through crucifixion holds that Jesus offered himself to be
crucified to ransom and save humanity. If so, why did Jesus request the help of God
before the soldiers came to arrest him?: "...Father, save me from this hour." (12:27)
Likewise, why does the Bible say Jesus cried out in a loud beseeching voice to God for
help on the cross: "...My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"(Matt. 27:46) In
addition, how could Jesus have been crucified for the salvation of all humans when he was
sent only to the Children of Israel?[18]  This is clearly a contradiction..
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The Quran says they did not crucify him, but it was someone else who was made to
look like him.[19]  If this is correct, then it may explain the appearance of Jesus to his
disciples after the crucifixion. If he had really died on the cross, then he would have come
to his disciples in a spiritual body. As shown in Luke 24:36-43, Jesus met them with his
physical body after the event of his alleged crucifixion. Accordingly, I learned it was Paul
who taught the resurrection of Jesus.[20]  Paul also admitted the resurrection was his
own gospel.[21]

I came across many sources indicating that Paul and others were frustrated by the
Jewish rejection of the message of Jesus, so they extended their call to the Gentiles. They
reached into southern Europe, where polytheism and idolatry were spreading. Gradually,
the message of Jesus was modified to suit the tastes and traditions of the Romans and
Greeks of those days.[22]  The Bible warns against adding or removing information from
its teachings, which is precisely what happened.[23]  God addresses this point in Quran
as well, "So woe to those who write the "scripture" with their own hands, then say, "This
is from God," in order to exchange it for a small price. Woe to them for what their
hands have written and woe to them for what they earn. " (Quran 2:79)

Comment

Endnotes:

[1] Also see Num. 23:19; Deut. 6:4,13; Matt. 4:10, 22:36-38,23:9-10; Mark 10:18; Luke 4:8.

[2] See Matt. 12:28; Luke 11:20; John 3:2, 5:30; Acts 2:22.

[3] See Matt. 26:39; Mark 1:35, 14:32; Luke 5:16, 6:12.

[4] See John 7:16, 12:49, 14:24, 31.

[5] See John 8:28.

[6] Also see 4:48; 5:116; 39:67.

[7] See Matt. 13:57, 21:11, 45-46; Mark 6:4; Luke 4: 43, 13:33, 24:19; Hebrews 3:1.

[8] See Matt. 13:37; Luke 12:10; 1 Tim. 2:5.

[9] See Acts 9:20.
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[10] See 19:88-92.

[11] See 1 John 5:7.

[12] See 3:19; 4:171; 5:73.

[13] See Ezekial 18:20; Jeremiah 31:30.

[14] See Ephesians 1:7; Romans 3:22-26, 4:25, 10:9.

[15] See Matt. 5:19-20, 6:4, 7:21, 19:17.

[16] See 3:25; 41:46; 74:38.

[17] See Romans 3:28; 1 John 2:1-2.

[18] See Matt. 10:5-6, 15:24.

[19] See 4:157-158.

[20] See Romans 5:10-11; Acts 17:17,18.

[21] See 2 Timothy 2:8.

[22] See 1 Cor. 9:19:-23.

[23] See Rev. 22:18-19.
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